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What’s the history of Troost?



The land of Kansas 
City started out as a 
plantation before 
being sold off to 
developers. 



The land was quickly developed in to 
businesses and soon attracted other 
like-minded people. Soon Millionaire’s Row 
was established where 1/4th the millionaires 
lived. 
But, those real estate ventures fell apart around 10 years later, in 
1890, when the market crashed. 
The big, handsome homes went up for sale, available to for 
everyone, regardless of skin color. More “affluent” Blacks were able 
to purchase the homes, and this is where the center for the Black 
community along Troost started. 



Populations grew and welfare needed to be 
implemented to help out the racially 
discriminated families, but the 
contemporary times of 1955 blamed the 
black community for their own problems. 
The times populism was focused on Social Darwinism, and these 
ideas and false conclusions were used as evidence to mark Troost as 
a social divide. 



Uniquely, Kansas 
City had J.C. Nichols 
to plan out the city, 
so that the city and 
its properties 
retained their value. 



His innovations made sure that real estate 
and marketplace values keep their high 
values by maintaining their manicured 
appearances and occupants. 

These innovations also included race restrictions and required 
membership to the estate’s homeowner associations. This means 
that the restrictions listed in the deeds had to be carried out by the 
members of the Home Owner Associations (HOA). 



Why has it stayed that way?



J.C. Nichols’s model of 
deed restrictions and HOA 
required membership was 
shared and spread 
throughout the nation. 



This kept Black people out of the rich, white 
neighborhoods and kept the houses 
maintained to continue to be unobtainable 
for poorer people. 



Blockbusting and 
redlining has 
enforced these 
cultural and 
socioeconomic 
divide.



Marger (2003) defines blockbusting as real 
estate agents,“spreading word through a white 
neighborhood of an impending black influx, [to] 
frighten whites into selling their homes cheaply. 
These homes were subsequently sold to blacks 
at inflated prices. In the process, all-white areas 
were transformed quickly into all-black areas” 
(Marger, 2003, p. 297). 



“Once the racial transition of the southeast 
section of the city was complete, private 
lending agencies ceased making home 
mortgage money available to residents living 
east of Troost Avenue, thereby redlining 
entire neighborhoods and launching a vicious 
wave of disinvestment and physical 
deterioration that continues to this day 
(Gotham, 2002, p. 138).



Title VIII of the Fair Housing Act of the Civil 
Rights Act specifically covers such practices 
as blockbusting and redlining, under Sections 
804 through 806 (Fair Housing Act, 1968).

Legally, it should not have happened, but it continued. 



Additionally, schools were kept segregated 
by drawing the school district line on 
Troost. 

This further kept Whites from moving into the east of Troost and out into the west 
side of Troost.  


